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APPENDIX C - LIST OF PREPARERS 

 

Federal Highway Administration 

Wayne Fedora, PE, MCE 
 

Civil engineer with 17 years of experience in 
transportation engineering 

Jennifer Giersch 
Environmental Coordinator 

B.C.E., Georgia Institute of Technology; M.S.C.E., 
University of Kentucky.  17 years of NEPA experience 
with transportation projects. 

Andrew Edwards 
Metropolitan Planning Specialist 

M.S. and B.S. in Environmental Engineering with 11 years 
of experience in transportation and air quality program 
and project planning  

Georgia Department of Transportation 

Darryl D. VanMeter, P.E. 
Assistant State Urban Design 
Engineer/Program Manager 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Cincinnati; 
Registered Professional Engineer, GA; 12 years 
experience in highway / Interstate design and project 
management. 

Susan Knudson  
Assistant State 
Environmental/Location Engineer 

B.A. in History and Psychology from Georgia Southern 
College (now Georgia Southern University) in 1975; 
Master of City Planning, thesis option in Environmental 
Planning from Georgia Institute of Technology in 1979; A 
little over 31.5 years of experience with GDOT primarily in 
NEPA but have managed NEPA, Ecology and Air and 
Noise Sections. 

Keisha L. Jackson 
Air/Noise Analysis 
Public Involvement Section Chief 

B.A. Environmental Studies, Warren Wilson College 
1996.  Seven years with GDOT writing and reviewing 
NEPA documents, past 2.5 years NEPA manager, last 6 
months Air/Noise Section Chief 

Abby Ebodaghe, EIT 
Traffic Analysis Manager 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering Technology from Southern 
Tech., EIT with 9 years experience in Design Traffic and 5 
years in construction. 

Christopher Coppola 
Ecologist 
Ecology Manager 
 

M.S. in Biology, Purdue University and B.S. in Biology, 
Berry College.  17 years experience in conservation 
biology of federally protected species.  4 years 
experience in wetland science and transportation 
projects. 

Jaime M. Collazo 
Ecologist 
 

M.S. in Environmental Science & Policy, University of 
South Florida; B.S. in Biology, University of Central 
Florida with 4 years of experience in environmental 
assessment and review. 
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Lisa Westberry 
Ecologist 

Lisa Westberry has been an ecologist with the Georgia 
Department of Transportation for 15 years.  Her 
undergraduate and graduate work was completed at 
Georgia Southern University.  Since 2000, Ms. Westberry 
has been an Ecology Unit Manager with GDOT 
responsible for coordinating the completion of ecological 
studies and Section 404 permitting with the Department’s 
work program. 

Sandy Lawrence 
Historian 
History Manager 
 

Graduated from UGA with a Masters in Historic 
Preservation in 2000. Have worked for GDOT for the past 
6 years. Have been manager of the history unit for the 
past two years. 

Eric Duff 
Archaeologist 
 

A.A. in general studies from Pensacola Junior College in 
1986; BA in Anthropology from the University of West 
Florida in 1989; MA in Anthropology from the University of 
Mississippi in 1994 
 
Mr. Duff has over 21 years experience in the field of 
Archaeology, focusing on Cultural Resources 
Management; thirteen of those years have been with 
GDOT, seven of which have included managing the 
Archaeology Unit.   

William R. Bowen 
Section Chief, Special Studies 

A.B. 1973 (Anthropology), University of Georgia, Athens; 
M.A. 1975 (Anthropology), University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville; Ph.D. 1989 (Anthropology), University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.  Experience in archaeological 
research of the Southeastern United States since 1973; 
including survey, excavation, research, and cultural 
resource management.  With GDOT since 1978. 

Georgia Regional Transportation Authority 

Marvin Woodward 
 

B.S. In Civil Engineering from the Pennsylvania State 
University with 24 years in transportation engineering. 

Crew Heimer 
 

B.S. in Civil Engineering from University of Maryland with 
30 years in transportation engineering. 

Parsons Brinckerhoff, Inc. 

Roger A. Palmer, PE 
Project Manager 

B. S. in Civil Engineering; Registered Professional 
Engineer with 35 years experience in transportation 
design and preparation of construction documents. 

Robert R. Moses, PE 
Deputy Project Manager 

M.S. Systems Analysis, Georgia Institute of Technology, 
1993; B.S. Civil Engineering, Johns Hopkins University, 
1989 with 16 years of experience in civil engineering. 
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Dennis Henderson, AICP 
EIS Manager 

B.A. in Political Science, and Masters in City Planning 
with 29 years of experience in transportation and 
environmental planning and preparation of NEPA 
documents. 

Alice Lovegrove 
Senior Environmental Engineer 
Air Quality 

M.S. in Environmental and Waste Management and B.E. 
Engineering Science with 19 years of experience in air 
quality analysis. 

David McBrayer, AICP 
Operations Planning  

B.A. Architecture with 43 years of experience in 
transportation planning. 

Amy McAbee-Cummings, AICP 
Senior Planner 
Visual Quality 

B.A. in History and Master of Community Planning with 7 
years of experience in urban and regional planning, 
transit planning, and environmental planning. 

Betsy Minden, AICP 
Environmental Coordinator,  
NEPA Documentation 

B.A. in Biology and Master of Urban Planning with over 
27 years of city planning, environmental impact 
assessment, preparation of NEPA documents, and 
construction permitting. 

Troy Illig, PE, PTOE 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
Traffic Analysis 

B.S. in Civil Engineering with 21 years experience in 
traffic engineering, transportation planning and civil 
engineering. 

Florence Ngai B.Sc. and Master of Science in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering with 19 years of experience in travel demand 
modeling, traffic simulation modeling, and transportation 
planning, and transit planning. 

Dr. Balu Balachandran 
Supervising Environmental Engineer 
Noise and Vibration 

B.S. in Physics, and Ph.D. in Acoustics with over 40 years 
of experience in noise, vibration and architectural 
acoustics for institutional, commercial, residential, 
highway and transit projects.  PB’s lead noise and 
acoustics specialist. 

Gabriella Yanez-Uribe B.S. in Civil Engineering, and Masters in Civil Engineering 
with 7 years of experience in traffic engineering and noise 
analysis in highway, transportation and planning projects. 

Mary Best 
Principal Engineer  
Environmental Science 

Ph.D. in Soil Science; M.S. in Biology with 30 years of 
experience in NEPA environmental assessments, 
specializing in ecological studies. 

Jonathan Sell 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

B.S. in Environmental Science with 8 years of experience 
in ecological assessments, endangered species surveys, 
and Section 404 permitting. 

Devon Brannen 
Environmental Scientist 

M.S. in Biology and B.S. in Biology with 3 years 
experience in ecological assessments, permitting, and 
preparation of NEPA documents. 
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Matthew McDaniel 
Senior Historian 
Historic Resources 

B.A. in History and Master of Historic Preservation with 
8.5 years of experience in cultural resources planning and 
regional planning. 

Timothy Hatton B.A. in English and M.S. in Urban Policy Studies with 5 
years of environmental and community planning 
experience 

Preston Elliott, AICP M.S. in Public Administration and B.S. Social Science 
with 14 years of experience in land use and transportation 
planning 

Ira Hirschman, AICP B.A. and M.S. in Economics; Ph.D. in Urban and Regional 
Planning.  26 years in transportation and infrastructure 
related economics and finance. 

Ray Magsanoc 
Senior Planner 
Hazardous Materials 

B.S. in Geology with 10 years of experience in Phase I, II, 
and III Environmental Site Assessment; regulatory audits 
and review; hydrogeology, geotechnical engineering, and 
environmental planning. 

Jonathan Adams 
Graphic Designer 

B.A.  Florida State University, 1981 with 18 years of 
experience in graphic arts. 

Jonathan Reid, PE, PTOE 
 

M.S. and B.S. in Civil Engineering with 13 years 
experience in traffic and transportation engineering, 
specializing in operations analysis and microsimulation. 

Eddie Tadross 
Environmental Planner 

B.A. in Earth Sciences and B.A. in Environmental Studies 
with 8 years of environmental planning experience with 
specialization in air and noise 

Mei Wu, PE 
Senior Environmental Engineer 
Air Quality 

M.S. in Environmental Science and B.E. in Biomedical 
Engineering with 9 years of experiences in Air Quality 

Becky Blatnica, AICP 
Senior Planner 

B.A. in History and Geography and M.S. in Community 
and Regional Planning with 8 years of experience in 
urban and regional planning, environmental planning, and 
transportation planning. 

R. S. Webb & Associates  

William R. Jordan, RPA  
Principal Archeologist 
Principal Investigator 
Archeology 

M.H.P. from Georgia State University, with 15 years of 
professional experience in cultural resource management, 
including 12 years directing archeological survey, testing 
and data recovery projects.  Extensive experience with 
archeological field work, report writing, National Register 
of Historic Places evaluation, historical research, and 
laboratory analysis. 
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Sycamore Consulting  

Liz Sanford Stepp, AICP 
Communities, Neighborhoods, and 
Environmental Justice Analysis 

B.A. in Urban Studies and M.C.P. in Urban and Regional 
Planning with 20 years of planning and public involvement 
experience. 

Kristine Hansen-Dederick, AICP 
Public Involvement 

B.A. in Archaeology and M.C.P. in Urban and Regional 
Planning with 5 years of planning and public involvement 
experience. 

Jen Price  
Environmental Justice; Community 
Facilities 

B.S. Bethune-Cookman College, Mathematics; 
B.S. Florida A&M Univeristy, Civil Engineering; 
MS Florida State University, Urban and Regional 
Planning with 5 years of experience 

J Byron Rushing  
Environmental Justice; Community 
Facilities 

B.A. Vanderbilt University, Political Science; 
M.C.P. Georgia Tech, Urban and Regional Planning with 
2 years of experience 
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