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RE: Northwest I-75/1-575 Corridor Cobb and C‘hr.,rokee Counties, Georgia Alternatlves .
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS*™)

Deuar Mr. Fedora and Mzr. VanMeter,

Thank you for soliciting comments on the EIS. We are the Boy Scouts of
America, Atlanta Area Council and our Volunteer Service Center is located at 1800
Circle 75 Parkway, SE, Atlanta, Geotgia 30339. Certainly, we agree that the objectives
of the EIS are critical to all of us within the impact area. Traffic and the related
infrastructure issues are one of the major problems that our community faces. But as you
know, our community faces many other problems and we at the Boy Scouts work to-
address problems just as you do. So we are familiar with the process that goes into
finding solutions and compromises when attempting to address identified problems. We
know that it is critical to any solution-finding process that the interested parties voice

~ their concerns and provide constructive ideas for the solutmn We offer this letter in that
spmt

As background, we want you to know that the Boy Scouts wotked closely with
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) to select our site. - Many factors went into that
selection Including its central location to our members. Approximaiely 80% of the
menbers that we service are located within 15 miles of our Volunteer Service Center, we
currently serve apprommately 58 th()ubdl’ld youth, and adult Scouis and Learmng, g for Life
Utban Land Instltute Aﬂ'mta I cnclose an a,rncle which dmcuqqeq that award and our
facility. As you can tell, we are proud of this facility and the services it prowdes to the

commumty
‘ -Mermber Ageney: ~ Counties Seevedi Carvoll, Cherokee, Cluyton, Cobb, Dekelly, Douglas, Fulton, Gwinnety,
Metropolitny Atluntn United Way Horalsorn, Nowton, Pauldivg, Pickens, and Rookdade -

Covingtow-Newton Comnty United Frnd : . : l S/



If the construction is done according to the alternative recothmended in the BIS,
- our facility will be totally displaced. All that hard work 1o find a central place for a
facility that services over members would be lost. The relocation costs would easily

‘exceed $20 million and involve more than 3 years of disruption of services to our 58,000

members, As an alternative, perhaps the plan could look to purchase air rights over our
parking lot and leave our home in place. We could both benefit from this slight change,
We keep our award-winning home that was blessed by the ARC and that services so
many in out community and you move on with the infrastructure changes that are so
critically necessary for our community. We offer that constrictive solution to what
otherwise appears as an unnecessary negative socioeconomic environmental impact

resufting from our displacement. Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and

the solution that we propose.

Sincerely,

57

Donald McChesney
Scout Executive = #

Enclosure: Atlanta Business Chronicle Article
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Mr. Wayne Fedora, PA

Major Projects Engineer

Federal Highway Administration, (I(;‘Ol"},id Division
61 Forsyth Street SW, Suite 17T100 .
Atlanta, GA 30303-3104

- Mr. Darryl VanMetet, PE
Asglstant State Urban Design Engmeer/l’rogram Manager
CGreorgia Departinent of Tlatlsportatmn
#2 Capitol Square SW
Atlanta, GE 30334

RE:-  Northwest I.75/1-575 Corridor Cobb and Cherokee Counties
Georgia Alternatives Analysis
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (E1S)

Gentlemen;

‘As you are aware the BIS significantly fmpacts on the Volunteer Service Center of the Atlanta Area

Couneil of the Bay Scouts of America at 1800 Circle 75 Parkway SE, Atlanta, GA 30339, Asa ) .
member of the board of that fine service organization I urge you to consider a reasoned compromise . ‘
involving the lease or purchase of air rights over the facility parking lot, leaving the building in place.

“That bullding site, located In close cooperation with the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), was
carefully selected to maximally serve the 58,000 youth in our program. Relocation would significant
degrade that program. While the significant financial hardships can be compensated, the loss of
centrality of location and the disruption of program during relocation represent very real impacts upon

* the youth of Greater Atlanta. [ hope that our soclal service environment carris appropriate welght in
your Environmental Impact analysis and Statement, Our coinmunity environment would be
substantially degraded by the displacement of this fing award-winning facility,

Thatk you for your consideration,

M

an\ly! Weinberg
Vice President
T 1kvah Therapoutics, Inc.
75 5t Street, NW, Sulle 207
Atlanta, GA 30328
(0) 404-920-3183
(F)404-920-3181
sweinberg@tikvahtherapeufics,com
www.tikvahtherapeutics.com

Bringing Hope to Life'SM
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Mr, Wayne Fedora, P.E.

Major Projects Engineer

Federal Highway Admmistrauon Georgia Division
61 Forsyth Street, SW

Suite 177100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

M, Darryl VanMeter, P.E.,

Assistant State Urban Design Engineer/
Program Manager

Georgia Department of Transportation
#2 Capitol Square, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

RE: Northwest I-75/1-575 Corridor Cobb and Chetokee Counties, Georgia
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“BIS™)

Dear Messrs. Fedora and VanMeter

I serve as a volunteer on the Executive Board of the Atlanta Area Coumeil, Boy
Scouts of America, and work in the metro area as an attornoy with a large Atlanta-based
firm.

I am writing to ask your consideration of the issues relating to the Volunteer
Service Center located at 1800 Circle 75 Parkway, SE, Atlanta. I appreciate the
significant challenges that you face on a daily basis in.attempting to resolve the many
competing considerations that impact transportation decisions in the metro area. Given

- myy long commute every day, thank you for your efforts to address urban congestion,

The new Boy Scout vohmteer service center represents a significant financial and |
emotional investment by thousands of our volunteers that was many years in the making.
Losing it at this carly point in its lifespan would be trag'ic. This particular building has
the distinction of being one of the finest council service centers in the United States. As
you know, the Boy Scouts worked ¢losely with the Atlanta Regional Commission in the
selection of the new site, a factor that I hope wﬂl factor favorably in your analysis.




Letter to Messrs, Fedora and VanMeter
July 2, 2007
Page Two

I am confident the leadership of the council would welcome the Oppoi“tunity to
explore alternatives with you that can satisfy the needs of all involved,

Thank you for your consideration,
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Mr, Wayne Fedora, '.E, Mr, Darryl VanMeter, P.C.

Major Projects Engineer ~ Asgistant State Urban Design Eli“gﬁfé?fi’r‘m“”"”‘mwm’mw

Federal Highway Administration Program Manager

(ieorgia Division ' (leorgia Department of Transportation

61 Forsyth Street, SW #2 Capitol Square, SW

Suite 17T100 Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

Re:  Northwest I-75/1-575 Corridor Cobb and Cherokee Connties, Georgia
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement ("EIS")

Dear Mr; Fedora and Mr, VanMeter:

I am writing you as a long-time Boy Scout volunteer and as a current member of the
Board of the Atlanta Area Council,

I fully support the efforts in Atlanta to 1educe traffic congestion and delay, including-
improvements to the 1-285 and 1-75 interchange in Marietta, That said, I feel strongly that it is
very important to the Boy Scout program in Aflatita to preserve its new volunieer service center,
if at.all possible. The center is extremely well designed and located and has served the Atlanta
Area Council extremely effectively during the five years since it was built. Its demolition, and
the dislocation which would result from having to relocate the Council’s operations, would
adversely impact the Boy Scout program in our community for two to three years. Also, any
new site will surely be less convenient to our scouts and their adult leadets than the present
locatton.

The Atlanta Arca Council wants to work with your agencies to explore altc,rnatwc,s,
including air rights over the center’s parking lot, in order to accomplish your agencies’ goals,
while preserving the Council’s center of operations. Iurge you to give such alternatives sexious
consideration so as to minimize harm to the scouting program in our community.




Mr, Wayne Fedora, P.E. '
Mr, Darryl VanMeter, P.E.
July 2, 2007

Page 2

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If you have any questions or if Tcan

provide you with anything further,

NCLikds

co:  Don McChesney, Scout BExecutive

please give me & call.

Sincetely,

—
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Mr. Waynhe Fedora, P.E.

Major Projects Engineer

Federal Highway Administration, Georgia Diviston
61 Forsyth Street, SW

Sulte 17T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

Mr. Darryl VanMeter, P.E.

Assistant State Urban Design Englneer/
Program Manager

Georgia Department of Transportatlon
#2 Capitol Squaie, sSwW

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

RE: Notthwest _I-?S/I—S?S" Corridor Cobb and Cherokeg Counties, Geo‘fgia
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement ("EIS")

Dear Mr. Fedora and Mr. VanMeter,

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter regarding comments on
the EIS. 1 am an Advisory Board member with the Boy Scouts of America,
Atlanta Area Coundil and their Volunteer Service Center is located at 1800 Circle
75 Parkway, SE, Atlanta, Georgia 30339. First of all, et me state that 1
undterstand the challenges of traffic In this area and throughout metro Atlanta,
and the need to develop infrastructures to ease traffic congestion.

However, as you know, our communities face many other problems and the Boy
Scouts continue to work on addressing many: of these matters and finding viable
solutlons as well, and I submit this letter in respect and In good spirit for all.

 As background, ttie Boy Scouts worked closely with the Atfanta Regional
Commission (ARC) to select the current site of the Volunteer Service Center
taking in consideration that this site was a convenlent lacation for many of the
‘members. ‘Approximately 80% of the members that are serviced reside within




*

- 15 miles of the Volunteer Service Center, In fact, approximately 58,000 thousand
youth, and adult Scouts are directly impacted by this facllity.

We are very proud of this facility and the services it provides to the metro area
communities, However, If the recommended construction Is done based on the
EIS, the facility will ultimately be displaced, thus disrupting services for over
58,000 participants. Moreover, the relocation costs would easily exceed $20
miliion and involve more than 3 years of disrup‘uon to current members of the

Boy Scouts.

~Asan alternative, perhaps you consider to purchase air rights over the parking

~ lot, which would leave the facllity In tact. The Scout Executives would be more
than pleased to discuss other options that might be avallable in lieu of relocating
the facliity. .

Please feel free to contact Donald McChesney, Scout Executive to arrange future

discussions, Your consideration and assistance In this.matter is very much
appreciated

Best regards;

Glynn Jenkins

Director, Communications & Public Relations
The Kroger Co. (Atlanta Division) .

(




ATAT Mobitity

12555 Cingular Way
Suite 2400 )
‘Alpharetta, GA 30004

July 5, 2007

Mr. Wayne Fedora, P.E.

Major Projects Engineer

Federal Highway Administration, Georgia D1v1510n
61 Forsyth Street, SW

Suite 17T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

RE: Northwest I-75/1-575 Corridor Cobb and Cherokee Counties, Georgia Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS™)

Dear Mr. Fedora:

This letter is in response to the Georgia Alternatives/Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I
am on the Board of Directors for the Boy Scouts of America, Atlanta Area Council. The
Council’s Volunteer Service Center is located at 1800 Circle 75 Parkway, SE, Atlanta, Georgia
30339. '

The Boy Scouts worked diligently with the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) to select the
site of this Volunteer Service Center.. It’s cenirally focated for the Boy Scouts with about 80% of
their members living within 15 miles. This is in the vicinity of 58,000 Youth & Adult Scouts
and Learning for Life participants. This facility provides important services to the surrounding
community and, in fact, received the Small-Scale Project of the Year Award from the Urban
Land Institute — Atlanta. '

If the alternative recommended in the EIS is adopted, this facility will be totally displaced. Not
only will al the work done to find the location be lost, but relocation costs would easily exceed
$20 million and it would completely disrupt the services provided by this facility for the 58,000
members previously mentioned.. The Boys Scouts feel they have an alternative to the draft plan
that you have; the possibility of your looking into the purchase of air rights over the parking lot.
This appears to be a win-win situation by the Boys Scouts keeping their award-winning facility
that was blessed by the ARC and that services so many in the community and you are still able to
move on with the infrastructure changes that are critically nccessary for this community.

Thank you in advance for your consxderatlon of the concerns of the Boys Scouts and the solution
they propose.

Slncerely,

C ST

-|r en F. Sitton’
Regional President — Southeast

RECEVED

1/;‘2./0"1

BEA .
(@584 Prouc Sponsor of the U.S. Olympic Team .
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July 9, 2007

Mr. Wayne Fedora, P.E.

Major Projects Engineer

Federal Highway Administration, Georgia Division
61 Forsyih Sfreet, S.W.

Suite 17T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

Mr. Darryl VanMeter, P.E.
Assistant State Urban Design Engineer /

Program Manager ‘ !
Georgia Department of Transportation ’
#2 Capitol Square, S.W. ‘
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Re: Northwest I-75 / 1-575 Corridor Cobb and Cherokee Counties, Georgla Alternatives Analysis /
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS™)

Dear Messrs. Fedora and VanMeter

Since 1998, I have had the privilege of serving on the Board of Directors of the Atlanta Area Council
of the Boy Scouts of America. In that time, I have seen the Scouting program touch the lives of tens
of thousands of youth and their families thronghout our area. I am convinced that the phenomenal
impact of Scouting is due to the combination of an outstanding program and an incredible corps of
volunteers. Our Volunteer Service Center is located at 1800 Circle 75 Parkway, S.E., Atlanta,
Georgia 30339. The Volunteer Service Center {VSC) has becoms a source of tremendous activity
and support for the many adults that serve the youth of our community,

I was on the Board during the time that the Boy Scouts worked closely with the Atlanta Regional
Commissions (ARC) to select our site and it has proven to be a great location. Many factors went
into that selection including its central location-fo our members. Approximately 80% of the members
that we service are located with 15 miles of our Volunteer Service Center; we currently serve over
55,000 youth and adults. Our facility received the Small-Scale Project of the Year Award from the
Urban Land Institute — Atlanta. We are proud of this facility and the services it provides to the

community. o

B

KPMG LLP, 8 LS. limited Rabifity partership, is the LS,
mermber firm of KPMG Intemational, o Swiss cooperativa,




Mr. Wayne Fedora, P.E.
Mr. Darivi VanMeter, P.E.
July 9, 2007

Page 2

I understand the need for solutions to the growing traffic challenges in our community. However, we
also understand the severe impact that the destruction of our Service Center would have on Scouting.
Obviously, we would love to see this be done without the destruction of the VSC. The substantial
and effective work done by many along with the relocation that would be required would have a
detrimental effect on Scouting in the Atlanta area — potentially for years. We estimate that the
relocation costs would easily exceed $20 million and involve more than 3 years of disruption of
services to our 58,000 members. We would like to think that an alternative solution or modifications
could be made that would allow us to continue to serve our volunteers and strengthen our community.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this important project.
Very truly yours,

KPMG LLP

foe

Tim E. Bentsen
President, Atlanta Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America
Managing Partner, KPMG LLP
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July 10, 2007

Mr. Wayne Fedora, P.E.

Major Projects Engineer

Federal Highway Administration, Georgia Division
61 Forsyth Street, SW

Suite 17T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

Mr. Darryl VanMeter, P.E.

Assistant State Urban Design Engineer/
Program Manager

Georgia Department of Transportation
#2 Capital Square, SW

~ Atlanta, Georgia 30334

RE: Northwest I-75/1-575 Corridor Cobb and Cherokee Counties, Georgia Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Enviromental Impact Statement (*EIS™)

' Deaer Fedora and Mr. VanMeter,

" I was very dismayed'to learn that there is a possibility that the highway department was

" considering a road plan for the 1-75 corridor that would necessitate demolishing the beautiful new

Boy Scout Volunteer Center.

It is puzzling to me how a new facility like this that was planned and coordinated so
closely in its construction with the Department of Transportation could now be subject to
“demolition. ' o

We have been so proud of this award-winning facility. It is convenient and exceptionally
functional. It would be a significant burden and disruption to the scouting program to have to
start from the beginning in finding a new location, planning a new building and constructing a
new center. There is almost no way that the Scouting program will be made whole financially
from condemnation.

I call upon you'to choose an alternative route to accomplish your ends.

Smcer

ugh Morton
Prewdent
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